
 
 

 

May 2, 2024 

 

Thomas Bach 

President 

International Olympic Committee 

Maison Olympique 

Chateau de Vidy Case postale 356 

1007 Lausanne, Switzerland 

 

Dear Mr. Bach, 

 

For more than four decades, the International Olympic Committee (IOC) has capitulated to pressure from 

Communist China, requiring Taiwan’s athletes to compete under the name “Chinese Taipei” and barring the 

display of Taiwan’s national flag and the playing of its national anthem during the games. This is not just 

unfair, it violates the core tenets of the Olympic Charter, which declares that “[e]very individual must have the 

possibility of practicing sport, without discrimination” and that “the Olympic Movement shall apply political 
neutrality.” 

 

Taiwan – which has never been under the control of the People’s Republic of China, or part of its territory for 

even a single day – is the only participant that is treated in this way. In contrast, Puerto Rico is not forced to 

compete as “American San Juan,” even though it is a U.S. territory. Similarly, Bermuda is not compelled to 

compete as “British Hamilton,” despite being an overseas territory of the United Kingdom. Unlike Taiwan, 

both are also permitted to use their own flags during the opening ceremony and medal award presentations. 

 

These uniquely irrational Taiwan-specific restrictions have even been extended to the island nation’s fans, who 

have reportedly been prohibited from waving their country’s flag when attending Olympic venues. This makes 

no sense. 

 

We hope you and other Olympic officials will resist China’s persistent bullying and consider sweeping away 

these discriminatory restraints on Taiwan’s athletes and supporters before the Paris Summer Games begin later 

this year. 

 

Thank you in advance for your favorable consideration, and we look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

       
Tom Tiffany    Andy Ogles    Chris Smith 

Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 

 


