
 
September 26, 2024 

 

Maribeth Witzel-Behl 

Clerk 

City of Madison 

210 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd  

Room 105 

City-County Building  

Madison, WI 53703 

 

Ms. Witzel-Behl, 

 

After reviewing your response to my September 24 letter, I remain more convinced than ever 

that an independent inquiry into the distribution of at least 2,215 duplicate absentee ballots to 

voters in at least 10 wards throughout the city1 is needed. It is also incredibly troubling that you 

still have not identified the person or persons responsible for this “error,” or announced any plans 

to hold that party accountable. 

 

Perhaps most disconcerting has been your office’s pattern of shifting explanations with regard to 

exactly what happened.  

 

For example, a spokesman initially claimed that this “error” applied to around 2,000 ballots in a 

single ward2 which led the media to report that it was “only up” to 2,000 ballots3. Within 24 

hours of that claim, both numbers were both revised up substantially. 

 

The Deputy Clerk, in what appeared to be an effort to downplay public concern, also assured 

voters that individual ballots were marked with a unique barcode that would serve as a 

“failsafe”4 against multiple ballots being returned and counted – only to later walk this claim 

back to say that the barcode was printed on return envelopes. 

 

The Clerk’s office also claimed that they had contacted each individual voter “immediately”5 to 

notify them of the blunder. We now know that this did not happen as many voters still have not 

received the letter, moreover, at the time this statement was made, the Clerk’s office was not yet 

even fully aware of how widespread the “error” was. 

 

 
1 https://www.wkow.com/news/top-stories/madisons-deputy-city-clerk-responds-to-concerns-over-duplicate-ballot-

error/article_38524af0-7ab5-11ef-b1f7-3f4551b8c492.html  
2 https://spectrumnews1.com/wi/milwaukee/news/2024/09/24/duplicate-absentee-ballots-madison  
3 https://apnews.com/article/wisconsin-madison-ballots-absentee-trump-932b854dbd1b128344a7ffb91c457232  
4 https://www.oann.com/newsroom/wisconsin-citys-clerical-error-results-in-thousands-of-duplicate-ballots-sent-out-

to-voters/ 
5 https://nypost.com/2024/09/25/us-news/clerical-error-duplicating-ballots-in-democratic-stronghold-marks-

absentee-votings-start-in-wisconsin/  

https://www.wkow.com/news/top-stories/madisons-deputy-city-clerk-responds-to-concerns-over-duplicate-ballot-error/article_38524af0-7ab5-11ef-b1f7-3f4551b8c492.html
https://www.wkow.com/news/top-stories/madisons-deputy-city-clerk-responds-to-concerns-over-duplicate-ballot-error/article_38524af0-7ab5-11ef-b1f7-3f4551b8c492.html
https://spectrumnews1.com/wi/milwaukee/news/2024/09/24/duplicate-absentee-ballots-madison
https://apnews.com/article/wisconsin-madison-ballots-absentee-trump-932b854dbd1b128344a7ffb91c457232
https://www.oann.com/newsroom/wisconsin-citys-clerical-error-results-in-thousands-of-duplicate-ballots-sent-out-to-voters/
https://www.oann.com/newsroom/wisconsin-citys-clerical-error-results-in-thousands-of-duplicate-ballots-sent-out-to-voters/
https://nypost.com/2024/09/25/us-news/clerical-error-duplicating-ballots-in-democratic-stronghold-marks-absentee-votings-start-in-wisconsin/
https://nypost.com/2024/09/25/us-news/clerical-error-duplicating-ballots-in-democratic-stronghold-marks-absentee-votings-start-in-wisconsin/


I am also skeptical of your office’s claim regarding the retention of emails, text messages, 

handwritten notes, and other records related to this incident given that the Clerk’s office has 

repeatedly revised its website to scrub or edit its initial statements after those initial statements 

were shown to be demonstrably false.6 These after-the-fact changes indicate an intent to attempt 

to sanitize the record, not preserve it.  

 

Since this scandal began, the Clerk’s office appears to have been far more focused on making 

excuses for what happened and shielding those responsible for it from scrutiny than getting to the 

bottom of how a mistake of this magnitude was allowed to occur. This behavior belies the claim 

in your September 25 letter that your office is “own[ing] up” to this deeply disturbing chain of 

events or being “transparent about them.”7  

 

Your office’s continued resistance to allowing for a third-party investigation8 of what transpired, 

persistent efforts to scrub your website, and your personal links to a controversial “Zuckerbucks” 

financed group9, will only fuel growing public doubts about your ability and willingness to 

administer a free and fair election.  

 

In short, voters simply cannot be asked to accept your assurances that the Clerk’s office be 

trusted to “grade its own papers.”  

 

If you are truly committed to transparency, I hope you will reconsider your opposition to an 

independent inquiry, make all related records public, and move quickly to hold those responsible 

to account, and to do so before – not after – the election. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Tom Tiffany 

Member of Congress 

 

 

CC:  Commissioner Ann Jacobs 

Wisconsin Elections Commission Chair  

 

Senator Devin LeMahieu 

Wisconsin Senate Majority Leader 

 

Representative Robin Vos 

Wisconsin Assembly Speaker 

 
6 https://x.com/RepTiffany/status/1839275152044851442  
7 https://www.cityofmadison.com/news/2024-09-25/response-to-rep-tiffanys-letter-to-the-madison-clerks-office 
8 https://www.wkow.com/news/top-stories/madisons-deputy-city-clerk-responds-to-concerns-over-duplicate-ballot-

error/article_38524af0-7ab5-11ef-b1f7-3f4551b8c492.html 
9 https://www.cnn.com/2021/07/21/politics/election-officials-exodus/index.html  
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